National Pro Bono Aspirational Target

Testimonials from Foundation Signatories

The following testimonials and descriptions represent a sample of pro bono work being undertaken by Target Foundation Signatories across Australia.

Firm A
We have had a formal Pro Bono scheme in place for 10 years during which time we have provided 200,000 hours of pro bono legal assistance, including approximately 28,000 hours during the last 12 months. All of our lawyers are expected to conduct pro bono work as part of their regular legal practice. Each year, approximately 80% of our lawyers across the firm are involved in pro bono work. In some of our offices, the participation rate is above 90%.

Our pro bono practice is diverse. However, two distinguishing features of our practice include our focus on individual clients who are referred to us by community legal centres, and our work in regional Australia.

We were recently successful in a NSW Victims Compensation Tribunal application on behalf of a client who was the victim of a series of sexual assaults by her father during childhood. Our client is a young woman with a mild intellectual disability who was referred to us in December 2004 by the Intellectual Disability Rights Service. The Defendant eventually pleaded guilty to a charge of common assault, without our client having to give evidence at a trial. Our client, a pensioner, obtained the maximum sum of $50,000 compensation.
During the last year, our lawyers met with pro bono clients in Walgett, Wodonga, Mudgee and Townsville and we have lawyers on secondment to Kimberley Community Legal Service in Kununurra, Western Australia, and to the Taylor Street Community Legal Service in Hervey Bay, Queensland. Our Darwin office provides outreach legal services to the Indigenous community at Groote Eylandt in the Gulf of Carpentaria. We also fund employed legal positions at Geraldton Resource Centre in Western Australia and at Loddon Campaspe Community Legal Centre in Bendigo, Victoria.
Firm B
Public interest law has never been, and will never be, regarded by the firm as the ‘after hours’ stuff we do after the real work is done; it is no mere ‘feel good’ adjunct unrelated to our core business. Sure we do the work because it’s the right thing to do, but we are also very mindful of its many intangible benefits, such that it is integral to our business plan, inextricably linked to our culture and identity as a firm. We treasure our public interest law clients. We feed off their passions. And we commit to them for as long as it takes to bring about change for the better.

In 2005/06, the production value of our public interest law services was in excess of $1.5 million with 4,265 hours spent on such work by the firm’s lawyers. In 2004/05, the value of those services was approximately $1.7 million (4,926 hours) and in 2003/04 it was around $1.5 million (4,498 hours). Averaged out over the firm, each fee-earner spent 51 hours annually on public interest law work. 
… cont. overleaf

A large proportion (62 per cent) of the work carried out last financial year was of a commercial/corporate governance nature, with 16 per cent of the work being taxation-related for our not-for-profit clients. In addition, more than 150 hours were devoted to producing public interest law submissions on behalf of the firm. The public interest law practice is a firm-wide practice. Every opportunity to contribute is given to those who would like to be involved. Last year, approximately 75 per cent of fee-earners contributed to the practice.
Legal services provided to a not for profit foundation have included: perusing, researching, clarifying and drafting letters of intent, contractual and affiliation agreements; reviewing and drafting specific correspondence; reviewing relevant contract law on specific issues; and reviewing human resources personnel policies.
Firm C
We are a small firm but 90% of our fee earners do some pro bono work.  Over the last 12 months we have done about 20 hours per year per fee earner.  We are working towards raising this level.
Barristers

· An action on behalf of a Serbian human rights activist/ lawyer. Work on this matter included interlocutory attendances to have the client’s name suppressed on the court file. The client has now been granted permanent protection.

· An action on behalf of environmental activists who were being sued for defamation and injurious falsehood. The case involved various free speech defences and also a novel defence based on a constitutional entitlement to freedom of association. The case settled at the settlement conference, when the plaintiff agreed to discontinue with certain minor undertakings and on the basis that each side bear their own costs.  I estimate I spent about 10 days on the matter.

· Acting on behalf of a person serving a life sentence for murder, who prosecuted a doctor before the Medical Board for unprofessional conduct in relation to the autopsy of the deceased.  I have spent about 20 days on this case including a two day strike out argument, and preparing the matter for a full hearing in the Supreme Court. 
· Most of the pro bono work I do requires simple advice over the phone for which I do not charge. I estimate I’ve done around 100 hours of pro bono work in the previous 12 months – a time commitment representing about 1% of my working week.
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